Replacing Pennsylvania Soil Surveys
Destroyed by Fire Garland H. Lipscomb l A fire in Enola, PA on Feb. 7, 1982, destroyed a garage leased to the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) for storing 100,000 copies of published soil surveys (Fig. 1 ). This bulk supply for 39 soil survey areas was almost completely destroyed, resulting in a loss of more than $500,000 to the Service.
Immediately after notification of the fire, the State Administrative Officer and I arranged to explore the fire damage. At first, it was doubtful if any of the soil surveys could be saved because of fire and water damage. However, we could not make a firm decision at that time because the surveys were covered with smoldering debris. About 2 weeks later we made arrangements with the owner to have the debris removed from the surveys so we could make a thorough inspection of the damages. We then decided that maybe we could save some of them.
